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Getting Started With the PRIMES Abstraction Tool 
1. Place a copy of the file PRIMES ABSTRACTION TOOL  in the desired directory.  
2. Open the file. If you get any warnings or confirmations about running macros, please enable macros for this file. The 

tool will not work without them. You may need to contact your IT department for assistance. 

Enable Content 

3. Once macros are enabled, the tool should automatically 
navigate to the Home Screen. 



PRIMES Home Screen 

 
From any sheet, the HOME button in the upper left 
returns to the Home Screen. The keyboard command 
Ctrl+H will also return to the Home Screen 

 

Use the boxes on the 
left to select which 
action to take.  

Use the boxes on the right to select 
a condition.  
“All Conditions” only applies to 
Scoring and Export Actions. 

Press the GO! 
button to take 
the selected 
action. 

 



New Abstraction 

The New Abstraction button clears out all data from any previous case 
and navigates to the first page of abstraction for that condition. 

Sample first page of data entry 



Abstraction Tool Data Entry 

Data entry must be in a designated value cell in order to be 
properly read by the tool. The different kinds of cells are 
formatted differently to provide a guide to what kind of 
data to enter. 
 
Note: in the case of Multiple Choice or Yes/No questions, it 
does not matter what kind of character is placed in the cell. 

  

Numbers Yes/No Time 

Date 
Text 

Multiple 
choice 



Abstraction Tool Navigation and Data Checks 
Navigate through the tool using the forward/back buttons. When you 
move forward through the tool, the data is checked for validity. If an 
invalid cell is found, the cell is outlined in red and you will get a pop-up 
message indicating the type of problem. Common problems: 
• Required value missing 
• Invalid Date 
• Invalid Time 
• More than one multiple choice cell marked 
• Invalid data combination (ie, this question should only be 

answered if a previous question is answered “yes”) 

Branching Logic 
Just as with online surveys you might have used (REDCap, etc.) 
the Excel PRIMES tool uses branching logic to navigate to 
different data entry form pages depending on earlier questions.   

Calculate & Save 
Press the Calculate & Save button to calculate the measure values and 
write the current case to the Case History sheet. It will also save the 
Excel workbook. 



PRIMES Continue/View 

Continue Last Abstraction returns to the last page of the most 
recent abstraction for the currently selected condition. 

Example: 



PRIMES Revise or Continue Abstraction 
Revise or Continue Abstraction pulls in any case saved in 
this copy of the tool. You will be able to navigate through 
from the beginning, updating any data that might be 
necessary.  

When you get to the end of the case, press the 
Calculate & Save button to re-calculate and save 
using the new data. 



PRIMES Save Current Partial Case 
Save Current Partial Case Saves the current case as a Partial 
Case with no scoring data. This option is generally used if 
you are unable to complete a particular abstraction at this 
time and want to move on to abstracting a different case.  

Important!  
If you save the current case as a partial case, if a 
completed case with the same Case ID exists, it will 
overwrite that case! 



PRIMES View Last Case Data 
View Last Case Data Takes you to the final Case Sheet for 
the most recently completed case.  



PRIMES Scoring 
Scoring Takes you to the Calculation Results sheet for the selected condition. This sheet has a record 
of all the cases abstracted in the tool, Measure Calculations only.  

Selection Method 1 – select by discharge date, requires two dates to be entered. 
Selection Method 2 – Direct Select, place a mark in the yellow box next to each case you want to see.  
Selection Method 3– leave the Selection Method box empty to select all cases on the sheet.  
 
After you’ve made a selection, click the Score Sheet Button in the upper right. 



PRIMES Score Sheet 
The Score Sheet displays each 
measure and gives a brief 
explanation of what it takes 
to be eligible and how it is 
scored. The Sample Size 
column shows how many 
cases in the selection were 
eligible for the measure. 
Score is the average of the 
scores from all eligible cases 
divided by the Sample Size.  
Change Parameters returns to 
the Calculation Results sheet, 
where you can select a 
different group of cases.  
 



PRIMES Score Sheet – New File 
The new file can be saved or 
otherwise modified without affecting 
the original file.  



PRIMES Export 
The Export command exports all the cases and scoring data saved in this 
copy of the tool as CSV files.  The default location for the files is a “data” 
folder under  whatever folder the Primes Abstraction Tool Excel 
Workbook is saved in. 



PRIMES Appendix 1: Debug Mode 
The Primes Home sheet has a link to a Help Sheet that displays some of the same information in this 
document. It also has two buttons: Enter Debug Mode and Exit Debug Mode 

DEBUG MODE should only be used for technical support by those familiar with Excel. It will unlock the sheets and reveal all sheet tabs. 
We do not recommend running real abstractions while in debug mode.  

Sheet Tabs 


